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Kathryn Lybarger 
January 17, 2013 
Third Thursday 
 Copy cataloging RDA records is in some ways 
easier than AACR2 
 
 
 “Take what you see” 
 
 
 “Accept what you get” 
 
 Transcribed data in a record should closely 
match what is actually on the piece 
 
 “Is this an AACR2 rule I just don’t know?” 
 
 It should be easy to recognize whether a record 
matches the piece 
 
 
 RDA is a very flexible standard 
 
 Records you find are probably technically 
correct 
 
 “Cataloger judgment” allowed 
 
 No need for copy to match our local standard 
 
 How to recognize RDA records 
 
 Differences in RDA records 
 
 Hybrid records in OCLC 
 
 Copy cataloging RDA records 
 
 Tools to help you 



 
 Transcription 
 
 Capitalization 
 
 No abbreviations 
 
 New fields 
 
 Titles of honor, 
profession, degrees, 
rank, etc. transcribed. 
 
 Example: A street 
survival guide for 
public safety officers/ 
ǂc Daniel Rudofossi, 
Sgt, NYPD (Ret.) 
 
 No “rule of three” for 
creators 
 
 Example: 
 Assessment and 
treatment planning 
for PTSD /ǂc B. 
Christopher Frueh ... 
[et al.]. 
 No “rule of three” for creators 
 
 Example: 
 Assessment and treatment planning for PTSD ǂc / B. 
Christopher Frueh ... [et al.]. 
 Assessment and treatment planning for PTSD ǂc / B. 
Christopher Frueh, Anouk L. Grubaugh, John D. 
Elhai, Julian Ford. 
 Assessment and treatment planning for PTSD ǂc / B. 
Christopher Frueh [and three others]. 
 
 Errors and typos 
preserved 
 
 Example: 
 San Francsico [i.e. 
Francisco] Bay Area 
Restaurants 
 Errors and typos 
preserved 
 
 Example: 
 San Francsico [i.e. 
Francisco] Bay Area 
Restaurants 
 
 245 10 San Francsico 
Bay Area Restaurants 
 246 1_ ǂi Title should 
read: ǂa San Francisco 
Bay Area Restaurants 
 
 
 Edition statement 
 
 
 Publisher 
 
 
 States, countries 
 
 Capitalization may be 
AACR2 capitalization 
 
 First word capitalized 
 All proper nouns 
capitalized 
 
Example:  Bella should 
have dumped Edward : 
ǂb controversial views 
& debates on the 
Twilight series 
 
 
 Capitalization may 
match exactly the 
capitalization on the 
piece 
 
 Example: 
  OPEN ACCESS 
 
 
 This may look 
weird… 
 
 Example:  
 
 behind the beautiful 
forevers : ǂb LIFE, 
DEATH AND HOPE 
IN A MUMBAI 
UNDERCITY 
 
 Capitalization may be 
normalized to title 
case 
 
 Example:  
 
 Behind the Beautiful 
Forevers : ǂb Life, 
Death and Hope in a 
Mumbai Undercity 
 
 pages 
 volumes 
 illustrations 
 color 
 maps 
 facsimiles 
 genealogical tables 
 hardback 
 paperback 
 
 
 S.l. -> [Place of 
publication not 
identified] 
 
 s.n.  [Publisher not 
identified] 
 
 [Date of publication not 
identified] 
 
 ca.  approximately 
 
 et al.  (clarify)  
 Abbreviations on the 
actual piece 
 
 hr. 
 
 min. 
 
 sec. 
 
 in. 
 
 cm  (no period!) 
 
 
 
 336 – Content type 
 Text?  Performed music?  Two-dimensional moving 
image? 
 ǂ2 rdacontent 
 
 337 – Media type 
 Unmediated?  Audio?  Microform? 
 ǂ2 rdamedia 
 
 338 – Carrier type 
 Volume?  Computer?  Videodisc? 
 ǂ2 rdacarrier 
 Book: 
 336 text 
 337 unmediated 
 338 volume 
 
 DVD 
 336 two-dimensional moving image 
 337 video 
 338 videodisc 
 Ebook 
 text 
 computer 
 online resource 
 
 Music CD 
 performed music 
 audio 
 audio disc 
 
 260 __ New York : ǂb Springer, ǂc 2013, ©2012. 
 
 Copyright date is often included if available 
(“core if”) 
 
 Copyright symbol or phonogram symbol used 
 
 BUT 260 is not recommended 
 More flexible version of 260 
 
 264 _0 Production statement 
 264 _1 Publication statement 
 264 _2 Distribution statement 
 264 _3 Manufacture statement 
 264 _4  Copyright notice date 
 Example: 
 264 _1 New York : ǂb Springer, ǂc 2013. 
 264 _4 ǂc ©2012 
 
 
 If only copyright date is on piece: 
 264 _1 New York : ǂb Springer, ǂc [2012] 
 264 _4 ǂc ©2012 
 
 
 Specifies the relationship between a name and a 
work 
 
100  1_ King, Stephen, ǂd 1947-, ǂe author. 
700 1_ Marshall, William, ǂe interviewer. 
710 2_ Eastman Kodak Company, ǂe defendant. 
 
 Relator codes express the same relationships using 
three-letter codes: 
 
100  1_ King, Stephen, ǂd 1947-. ǂ4 aut 
 
 This is the GMD subfield 
 ǂh [electronic resource] 
 ǂh [videorecording] 
 ǂh [sound recording] 
 
 All of this information is now represented in 
33X fields 
 But our patrons don’t know that 
 Neither does Voyager 
 RDA has changes to authority format as well as 
bibliographic 
 
 Having two authorized forms for one person 
would make an ineffective authority file 
 
 This same authority file is used for AACR2 and 
RDA records 
 
 March 31, 2013 
 
 “the point after which all new authority 
records entering the LC/NACO Authority File 
must be coded RDA” 
 
 Many existing headings will be converted to 
RDA 
 RDA is a new standard with more expressive 
fields 
 
 Adding them to AACR2 records only improves 
access 
 
 Catalogers may add RDA fields to AACR2 
records without fully upgrading 
 Authorized forms changed to RDA-style    
 
 33X fields added 
 
 Full list of authors added to statement of 
responsibility 
 
 Abbreviations replaced with full words 
 
 264 instead of 260 
 
 
 Choose the best record 
 Best match 
 Completeness 
 No preference for AACR2 vs. RDA 
 
 Edit to our local standards 
 Flexible for RDA records 
 Title 
 Does the main title match? 
 Capitalization does not matter 
 
 Author 
 Are all authors listed? 
 (Or is it at least the correct number of them?) 
 Edition 
 Number should match 
 Should be recorded as it appears in the book (e.g. 
“First edition”) 
 
 Publisher 
 Should be spelled out as it appears in the book 
 Date 
 Check for copyright and publication date 
 Either 260 or 264 is okay 
 This date should be in fixed field and call number 
 
 
 Pagination 
 “pages” and “volumes” 
 “unnumbered pages” instead of brackets 
 
 Format 
 
 This will NOT be recognizable from a GMD 
 
 Check Form and 33X fields 
 
 Harder to distinguish print vs. ebook at a glance 
 
 Does the call number end in eb?  It may be an ebook! 
 
 
 Prefer Library of Congress record (040 DLC ǂc DLC) 
 
 
 Prefer AACR2 record (Desc: a) or RDA record  
 
 
 Prefer full-level record (Elvl: blank or I ) 
 
 
 Prefer most complete record 
 
 
 Prefer popular record  
 
 Print book with no LC call number (050 or 090) 
 (DVDs do not need call numbers) 
 
 Non-fiction with no LCSH subject headings 
 
 Series authority trouble 
 
 CIP records 
 Elvl: 8 
 300 __ pages cm 
 Remove fields according to our current list 
 Some removed during OCLC export 
 6XX with second indicator other than 0 or 2 
 856 other than loc.gov (make sure you’re not using 
an ebook record!) 
 
 Add ISBN if not present 
 
 
 Add a GMD if one is not already there 
 
 ǂh [electronic resource] 
 ǂh [videorecording] 
 ǂh [sound recording] 
 
 This is technically not part of the RDA 
standard, but works best in our catalog 
 
 “Accept what you get” 
 
 If everything in the record looks true about the 
piece you’re cataloging, it is probably fine 
 
 If it looks really weird, please ask! 

 
 OCLC macro ChangeCase 
 
 Highlight field with terrible capitalization 
 
 Press number button or hotkey to change 
capitalization to: 
 Sentence case 
 Title case 
 (whatever is appropriate) 
 
 Hopefully you are already running my 
AutoHotkey macros 
 
 Install the new version to get the copyright 
symbol 
 
 Type (c) to produce this symbol: © 
 
